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Gentle People, 
As the beginning of September approaches, I often 
remember the new beginnings I associate with the start 
of the new school year for myself, my children and 
now my grandson. I can still feel the butterflies of 
anticipation that accompanied the first day of school. I 
hoped to see my friends in my classes and that I would 
like my teachers. I most certainly had performance 
anxiety. Brand new notebooks were symbols of the 
seemingly endless possibilities for the new academic 
year while the newly sharpened pencils stood ready to 
serve and the large pink eraser offered the hope of 
absolution for the mistakes that would surely be made. 

I am delighted that this September finds me in that 
familiar place of a new beginning, one that we share 
together. I am delighted to have been offered the 
opportunity to serve as your bridge pastor and to 
accompany you on this first leg of your journey toward 
calling a settled pastor. On my first Sunday with you I 
shared an old Sufi wisdom story about The Stream. 
There are many many lessons we can take from such a 
story, but there is one that captures this moment in our 
walk together. The Little Stream, having sprung from 
the top of a mountain, finds herself at the edge of the 
desert. No longer empowered by the force of gravity 
that propelled her down the mountainside, she finds 
herself in need of help to cross the desert. She began a 
conversation with the desert and balked at the desert’s 
insistence that she could trust the wind and surrender to 
it. 

She argued ‘But can I not remain the same stream that I 
am today?’ The desert answered, “You cannot in either 
case remain so. Your essential part is carried away and 
forms a stream again.” 

She eventually allows herself to be absorbed by the 
wind and carried across the desert to a new mountain 

top and where the old familiar pull of gravity allowed 
her to easily flow again. 

As Christians, we too have a Trustworthy Wind upon 
who we rely on to guide us through life’s transitions. In 
the United Church of Christ we have a process that has 
proven useful in guiding congregations through a 
discernment process. It is like an extended version of 
the conversation between the desert and the stream and 
the eventual surrender. You too will be encouraged to 
trust the process and trust The Wind. 

May God bless our ministry together as embark on this 
new beginning of discerning your essential part, that is, 
what God is calling NHCC to be and to do in your next 
chapter. 

Joyfully, 

Rev. Cindy 

 

From Your Moderator 
Dear Fellow Congregants, 
It has been a memorable summer for our Church this 
year. On July 27th, Rev. Scott Morrow gave his final 
sermon and was released of his commitment as our 
pastor. He had served us for nearly 31 years and will be 
missed. I want to thank the Women’s Fellowship for all 
their time and hard work in preparing and serving a 
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luncheon reception after the service. Carroll Hall was 
filled as members and friends said goodbye to Scott 
and Carol and Jesse. It was the end of an era in our 
Church history. 

Our transition began on Friday, August 1st and we 
welcomed Rev. Cindy Stasko as our new Bridge 
Minister. Welcome signs made by Barbara Massey 
were hung on the walls and the door and office 
announcing her arrival. We had a welcome meeting 
with Rev. Cindy and she met with staff and some 
Church members. We all had an opportunity to speak 
with Rev. Cindy and tell her about our Church. She 
gave her first sermon on Sunday, August 3rd and 
members of our Congregation met and spoke with her 
and enjoyed a special coffee hour. 

For the past six months, the Pastoral Transition Team 
has been working on this transition and we have 
completed the first phase. A special thanks to the 
members of this team and the hiring of Rev. Cindy. We 
have already begun the next phase and Patience 
Benassi is leading us in completing a Short Form 
Church Profile and a search for an Interim Minister. 
We will continue to inform the Congregation as we 
progress through this process. 

Throughout this summer, mission teams have been 
meeting, we held special Church celebrations, engaged 
in our successful parking lot campaign, held 
fundraisers, welcomed new members to our Church, 
celebrated baptisms and confirmation and installed a 
new Peace Pole. Thank you to everyone who worked 
hard to make this all happen and for making our 
Church a vibrant and caring congregation. 

I look forward to the end of summer and beginning of 
fall and cooler temperatures. Our Church will be 
hosting the Matsiko Children’ Choir overnight on 
August 29th and 30th. They will not be performing at 
our Church, but we will be accommodating them as 
they travel throughout Connecticut and the United 
States. I want to thank Dot Pierce and Women’s 
Fellowship for offering support to the children during 
their stay with us. 

Rally Day will be on Sunday, September 14th and 
Karlee Etter is making preparations for this special day. 
More information to follow on the activities. 

On Sunday, September 21st, we will have a special 
peace pole dedication after Church service. Everyone is 
welcome to come and pray for peace. Plans are being 
formulated and if you have any special thoughts or 
ideas, please contact me or Rev. Cindy. 

As we gather each week for Sunday service and all our 
weekly activities at Church, we give thanks to Jesus as 
he guides us each day. We could not accomplish all 
that we do without his blessing and giving us the 
strength, knowledge and compassion to do his will.  

He shows us the way. 

With blessings, 

Sandy Carter 
Moderator 

THANK YOU ALL!!! 
I want to express my profound gratitude for your 
presence, your love and encouragement, and all the 
gifts and blessings you shared with me and Carol on 
July 27. From the glorious presence of the Chancel 
Choir to the poetry of the children and youth, to the 
captivating expression of The Farthest Field by Carol, 
Heather, and Jeff, to all your smiling faces among the 
congregation, it was a beautiful worship service. I offer 
my deep thanks to Moderator Sandy Carter, to Nancy 
Mahoney and Jim Bennett and all the Deacons, to the 
Women’s Fellowship and all who worked on the 
wonderful luncheon we shared together, and to the 
leadership of the Church and the whole congregation 
and wider community who joined in offering thanks 
and encouragement. I am surprised and grateful at the 
naming of the Chapel and humbled by the designation 
of pastor emeritus. I have been challenged, 
strengthened, and energized by your faithful worship, 
tender caring for each other, and dedicated service in 
our community for more than thirty years. I am 
confident your faith, tenderness and dedication will 
guide you into new ministry and mission. Carol and I 
will always be grateful for your friendship, wisdom, 
and support. Let us hold each other in prayer as we 
begin new journeys! God bless you all. 

Scott Morrow 
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Please Welcome Our New Members! 

 
We received seven new members on Sunday, July 6, 
along with seven children and youth. It was wonderful 
to see the front of the church crowded with 14 smiling 
faces! Please join in greeting and welcoming these new 
members at worship and fellowship hour! 

Kelly Dacey 
Kelly is joining the church because 
she loves her community and wants to 
be a part of it. The people at this 
church make her feel so welcome all 
the time – that’s special. Kelly grew 
up in North Haven and lives in 
Wallingford now. She works at Stop 
and Shop; it will be 30 years this year! 
In her spare time, she sings in a 

Manchester choir from September till end of May. 
 
Matt and Kristin Granata and Eric 

Matt and Kristin Granata joined on 
July 6 with their son Eric, and with 
great expectations for the arrival of 
their second son! Austin arrived on 
July 11, and Eric is thrilled to be a 
big brother. The family moved to 
North Haven about 4 years ago and 
really love the town. Matt is a 
Customer Marketing Manager and 
Kristin is a Director of Human 
Resources, as well as a dance 

instructor and choreographer. Eric will be turning 5 in 
August and attends the Playschool Preschool Program. 

Thanks to Wendy Civitello (Eric's teacher and a 
member of this church), they found the North Haven 
Congregational Church and started attending last fall. 
of 2024. They are very happy and grateful to be 

officially joining such a warm and welcoming 
community and look forward to continuing to grow 
with the church and baptizing Eric and Austin as well! 

Sara and Brian Gannon and Tyler and Brianna 

Sara is a North Haven native 
and honored to become a 
member of the North Haven 
Congregational Church. She 
and her 5 siblings all grew up 
here in North Haven and all 
still live, either in town, or just 
a few minutes away. Brian 
grew up mostly in Watertown, 
CT and his parents moved into 

North Haven too to be closer to their grandchildren. He 
also has a sister that lives nearby. We have been 
married for 12 years and are happy to raise our two 
children, Tyler and Brianna, here in town. Sara is the 
director of a preschool in New Haven, Bethesda 
Nursery School, located in a Lutheran church, and 
Brian works for Bender Plumbing. Tyler is going into 
middle school and plays basketball and baseball. 
Brianna will be going into 4th grade in the fall and is a 
competitive gymnast. She also plays basketball. 

Sara grew up Episcopalian, attending church every 
Sunday as an active member of her church. It was very 
important to Sara and Brian to raise their children to 
know and love God and to attend a Sunday School. 
However, following COVID-19, the church they had 
been attending for many years, suffered. Sara knew her 
children needed a church with more children and a 
stable Sunday School. One afternoon, the family were 
in their yard when their neighbor walked over to chat. 
In their conversation, he asked if she would be willing 
to save her bottles and cans for his church. She asked 
him more about the church and if there was a Sunday 
School. He said there was and that he was one of the 
Sunday School teachers. As soon as she heard that, she 
was sold! Steve Simonson led them here and they are 
so happy to have found a new home and a new church 
family. Thank you, Steve! 
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Laura and Dave Donle and Austin, Jackson, 
Colton, and Preston 

Dave and Laura Donle 
live in North Haven with 
their four boys, Austin, 
age 15, Jackson, age 13, 
Colton, age 11, and 
Preston, age 10. Laura 
was born and raised in 
North Haven, and Dave 
grew up in Northford, but 
they have lived here in 

North Haven since they graduated from college. They 
have been happily married for 22 years. 

Dave is employed by Yale University, and Laura is 
going into her 26th year teaching at Green Acres 
Elementary School. Laura directed and choreographed 
Jesse and Amy Morrow in school musicals 20 years 
ago, when they attended Green Acres! Laura 
reminisces fondly of their musical and theatrical talent 
in the school production of Aladdin! 

The Donle family’s life revolves around family, faith, 
education and SPORTS! All four boys are passionate 
about football. Austin will be a sophomore at North 
Haven High School, and he loves playing football and 
lacrosse for NHHS, and rec basketball. 

Jackson will be in eighth grade this year and plays 
football, hockey, basketball, baseball and loves to golf. 
Colton graduated from elementary school this June and 
enjoyed singing in chorus and playing trumpet in band. 
He plays football, hockey, basketball and baseball. 

Preston is heading into his last year of elementary 
school, 5th grade, and in the classroom across the hall 
from his mom! He loves football, basketball, baseball, 
and soccer. 

Aside from sports events almost every day, the Donle 
family loves to travel. Every summer they go to the 
Outer Banks, North Carolina with their big extended 
family and spend a week on the beach with 45 people 
in a huge house. They also enjoy spending time 
swimming in their pool and making memories with 
their family. They loved being members of Christ 
Church Anglican in Branford for many years, but were 
drawn to the welcoming congregation and Pastor, 

wonderful Sunday School Program, beautiful choir 
music, and convenient location of North Haven 
Congregational Church in 2023. They thank you all for 
being so welcoming to their family. 

From Church Council To MLB And Mission 
Teams 
Ten years ago our church accepted the bold challenge 
of abandoning a nearly three hundred year tradition of 
operating its affairs via a church Council and 
Committees structure and replacing it with a nine-
member Ministry Leadership Board and Mission 
Teams. As we prepare to kick off our fall schedule of 
church events, I think it’s important that we look back 
and assess how our transition from one form of 
governance to another has worked out. 

Certainly we have streamlined our structure at the top. 
Pre-2015, the church Council’s voting members 
included the Moderator (only to break a tie); Clerk; 
Treasurer; Chairs/Presidents of the following 
Boards/Committees: Audit, Buildings and Grounds, 
Christian Ed, Christian Outreach, Deacons, Finance, 
Memorial Gifts, Men’s Fellowship, Music, 
Nominating, Trustees, and Women’s Fellowship, plus 
the two Congregational Reps. The By-laws also 
delineated other Committees with no voting privileges 
at Council, among them: Collections, Floral, Pastoral 
Relations, Personnel, and Ushers and Greeters. 

Also, each of the above-mentioned 
Boards/Committees, those with voting privileges and 
those without, had specific responsibilities defined in 
the church’s governing document as well as 
designation of the number of members each was 
required to have. The Board of Deacons, for example, 
was to consist of twelve (12) members, four of whom 
were to be elected each year to serve three-year terms; 
the Board of Buildings and Grounds was to consist of 
six (6) members, three of whom were to be elected 
each year to two-year terms, as so forth. 

At the January 2015 Annual Meeting, however, 
congregants adopted a new form of governance, 
electing a Ministry Leadership Board to oversee church 
affairs, consisting of the Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, 
and Financial Agent, and five at-large members with 
staggered terms. It was also determined at that meeting 



 

The Window 

5 

 

that the church’s current Boards and Committees 
would remain in place until at least May of that year to 
allow for an orderly transition to the new Mission 
Teams format. 

How have things worked out, you ask? Unfortunately, 
not as well as expected, I would respond. As our 2015 
revised By-laws state: “Except for those duties and 
activities delegated to the Board (MLB), the programs 
and ministries of the Congregation are to be carried out 
by the members and other persons associated with the 
Congregation through voluntary, self-selecting Mission 
Teams. These Teams are to be established through, and 
recognized by, the Board. Mission Teams are expected 
to communicate their activities and needs to the Board 
and the Congregation through occasional reports and 
other informative means. Mission Teams requiring 
budget support shall be asked to submit budget 
requests to the Board as it prepares the annual Ministry 
and Mission Plan.” 

Some of our Mission Teams seem to be working as 
designed, particularly Buildings and Grounds, 
Endowment, Memorial Gifts, and Men’s and Women’s 
Fellowship, but most others are shells of what their 
former Board/Committee structures used to be. Take 
the Worship Mission Team for example, perhaps our 
most significant volunteer group to the church. Even in 
lean years under the Board of Deacons format, we had 
at least nine or ten members, so weekly worship and 
special celebration responsibilities were fairly evenly 
shared. Fast forward to 2025, and we see that just a 
handful of people are covering these important tasks. 
As I write this article for the Window, please recognize 
that just four people have handled Deacon duties this 
year: Jim Bennett, Sandy Carter, Peter Hall, and Nancy 
Mahoney. We really need a few others to step forward 
here. Please. 

As we move toward fall, and the resumption of a full 
schedule of church activities, I would kindly ask that 
each and every congregant please commit to becoming 
a more involved member of our church. We need your 
talents, your purse, and your time. And we also need to 
see you back in the pews. 

Jim Bennett – Church Clerk and MLB Member 

    

Ministry Coordinator for Children 

 
 
WELCOME BACK ONE and ALL! 
I hope you all had a wonderful summer full of fun! 
Church School begins on September 14th with Rally 
Day. RALLY DAY marks the official start to the new 
Church School year. Parents, please register your 
children when you pick them up in their classrooms. 
After worship, the Faith Formation Team is sponsoring 
the church's annual Rally Day luncheon, a celebration 
of re-gathering of our NHCC church family and 
friends. 
  
SO, on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14th; Come one, 
come all to the RALLY DAY CELEBRATION, to 
reconnect and catch-up with one another, enjoy some 
quality family time, and enjoy the comradery. 
  
The church and Faith Formation Team will provide 
tables and chairs, cold cuts, rolls, condiments, and 
beverages. The Faith Formation Team asks each family 
to contribute the salads, sides and dessert. The large 
church refrigerator will provide a cold environment to 
keep anything to be shared at a safe temperature until 
after worship.  
  
Those whose last name begins with.... 
A-E please bring dessert/fruit. 
F-Z please bring a salad/side dish. 
  
*** NEW this year for RALLY DAY…..children please 

BRING your BACKPACKS to church for a very 
special Children’s Message ***. Rev. Cindy will 
provide a special blessing for Back-to-School. 
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Church School Calendar - September 
and October 2025 
Sept. 14 - RALLY DAY. Regular church school; 
children begin in worship then go to their 
classrooms. ALL CHURCH picnic immediately 
following worship. 
Sept. 21 - FAMILY SUNDAY; children remain in 
worship with their family. Children's Worship 
Bulletins will be available. Immediately after worship, 
we will move outside for a dedication of the newly 
restored Peace Pole. 
Sept. 28 - Regular Church school. Children begin in 
worship, then to their classrooms. 
Oct. 5 - Communion Sunday. CHAPEL SUNDAY. 
Children begin in chapel, then to their classrooms, then 
to worship for Communion. 
Oct. 13 - FAMILY SUNDAY; children remain in 
worship with their family. Children's Worship 
Bulletins will be available. 
Oct. 19 - Regular Church school. Children begin in 
worship, then to their classrooms. 
Oct. 26 - Regular Church school; BIBLE SUNDAY 
(4th Graders receive their Gift Bibles).  

I hope all of you had a pleasant, safe, and restful 
Summer. I look forward to seeing you all again on 
September 14, 2025. 
 
Blessings, 
Karlee Etter 

 
Church Family News 

Birthdays: Martin Benassi 09/06, 
Linda Lacobelli 09/06, Melissa 
DeLuca 09/06, Colin Studley 09/06, 
John Masnato 09/08, Sally Pallatto 
09/09, AnnMarie Czajkowski 9/10, 

Ryan Petrucci 09/11, Aaron Weiss 09/12, Flo Coulston 
09/15, Kim Coughlin 09/16, Denise Adinolfi 09/17, 
Carol Lacobelli 09/21, Greg Brenner 09/22, Patience 
Benassi 09/23, Jennifer Coulston 09/23, Linda 
Simonson 09/23,  Brooklyn Mastracchio 09/23, Lexie 
Cooper 09/23, Raj Rose 9/26,  Barbara Scheidecker 
09/27, Jennifer Russo 09/27, Jillian Russo 09/27, Sarah 

Struk 09/28, Stephen Baraquin 09/29, Joyce Manzo 
09/30.  

Anniversaries: David & Joanne Nottingham 09/01, 
Carl & Lillian Flodquist 09/05, David & Nancie Estep 
09/06, John & Rhonda Masnato 09/21. 

Deaths:  Robert  “Coach Bob” Demayo, husband of 
Bette, father of Gary, Robin, and Kristen, died on July 
9.  Curtis Andrews, Sr., long time church member, 
married to Jane Murray Andrews, father of Curtis, Jr., 
Kimberlee Andrews Moore, and Dana, died on July 21. 
Betsy Gumbart, long-time church member married to 
the late William Gumbart, and mother of  William 
Thomas Edward, and David, died on August 21. 
Marge Schweickert, mother of Adam Schweickert, 
mother in law of Julie, grandmother of Bradley and 
Evan died on August 24. We give thanks to God for the 
precious lives of Coach DeMayo, Curtis Sr,, Betsy, and 
Marge and pray for God’s strength and comfort for all 
the families. 

 

A Reminder about Nametags 
As we gather on Sunday mornings for worship, 
remember to put on your nametags which are found in 
the black Nametag Case hanging on the left side of the 
Narthex. The idea is to wear your nametags during 
worship and to Fellowship Hour, if you choose to 
attend, and put them in the nametag basket before 
leaving. Wearing a nametag is a good way to help 
remember names of those whose faces are familiar but 
name eludes us. It can also help a visitor feel more 
comfortable by seeing our names and for us to know 
their name without asking. Nametags will be important 
to help Rev. Cindy, our Bridge Minister, know our 
names. There is a basket in the Narthex and another in 
Carroll Hall for nametags to be placed in depending on 
which door you go out. During the week, the names are 
recorded in Servant Keeper and then put back in the 
Nametag Case to be taken out the next Sunday and 
worn again. Helping with this task doesn’t take long 
and is a great help to Julie who needs to stay in the 
office to work on the computer, answer the phone and 
let people into the building by remotely unlocking the 
door. Keeping the list of names of those in attendance 
each Sunday is important for contact tracing in case of 
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a Covid-19 exposure, and to know who was in the 
congregation in addition to the head count which is 
done each week by a Deacon. 

There are many nametags, one for each member, 
friend, and guest. The left side and the middle section 
of the case, is for nametags that are used regularly. 
Some nametags have been moved to the right side of 
the case. If you haven’t been to church in a long time, 
your nametag is most likely hanging on the right side 
of the Nametag Case. When you come to church again, 
your nametag will be waiting for you. We would love 
to see the pews as full as the Nametag Case! 

Regular Office Hours have Resumed 
The church office is now open from 8:00am to 2:30pm 
Monday through Friday. 

  

 

 
From the Music Director: Let’s Talk Music! 
Over the years we have had many conversations about 
your musical experiences and preferences throughout 
your lives. I am grateful that you shared this 
information with me in an informal way, but I WISH I 
HAD TAKEN MORE NOTES! Starting in September, 
I’d like to set aside some time for what I am calling 
“music office hours” with the hopes of getting any 
“curious congregants” or anyone, really, to come talk 
with me about ANYTHING music-related! Church 
music & favorite hymns, of course, is one of my 
specialties and I am always willing to chat about that, 
but I would also love to know more about your musical 
preferences from outside of church. What are your 
favorite genres? What do you like that you think 
others might not like? We might even share CD 
songs/MP3 files, old cassette tapes, YouTube 

videos, or maybe even vinyl records. Maybe you want 
some coaching on your guitar strumming or your 
singing. Or, you and your kids might want to come in 
for a group voice lesson, or share a song you’ve been 
singing together. Or, you might be trying to write down 
a song, or a poem, but are having a hard time with 
transcribing it to music or setting it to an original 
melody. I might be able to help get the ball rolling on 
some creative ideas you have! You might also have an 
interest in our hand chime collection and learning how 
to use them. You might want to learn a few basic piano 
chords, guitar chords, or drum rudiments. You might 
want extra help with choir music. We could also, as my 
high school friends and I used to say, “just jam”! 

Perhaps these informal visits will lead to a “Gift of 
Music” being presented in a worship service someday, 
but that is not really the goal. The goal is to get to 
know each other better and talk about our favorite 
music and the role it has played in our lives, and do it 
more in the daytime hours. 

My schedule is fairly flexible these days, and I have to 
continue physical therapy for the next few weeks for 
my left hand… those schedules can be tricky, but I am 
allotting 40 minutes, give or take, for each fun visit. As 
of now, I plan to be available at the following times in 
September: 

Mondays: 3:00pm - 6:20pm 

Wednesdays: 2:00pm - 5:20pm 

Thursdays: 2:00pm - 4:40pm 

On Sundays: I can probably be available after worship 
if that works for you: 11:00am - 12:20pm 

We might have some computer software that can help 
us schedule these visits, but for now please feel free to 
call or text my cell phone and/or email 
Music@NorthHavenUCC.org 

I am wishing you a peaceful, prosperous, and 
productive fall season - it’s in the air right now - and 
hope to meet with you soon! 

Jeff Hutchins 

Music Director 
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Thanking the Musical Staff!   
We are grateful for Heather Meachen, our Organist, 
and for the skill and talent of Jeff Hutchins, Director of 
Music, in leading the Chancel Choir and the children, 
and occasionally the whole congregation!  We offered 
deep thanks to Heather, and Jeff at our annual Choir 
Picnic! 

  

Mission Team News 

6th annual on-line fundraising auction 
Our 6th annual fundraising auction held in July was a 
success, raising $6,381 for our church's 2025 income line 
budget.  Over 82% of our 2025 budget for annual income 
is from our member pledges. The fundraising line item 
budget is a small but a necessary part of our budget.  In 
addition to the auction, funds were also raised for the 
fundraising budget line through the Music Mission 
Team's Pierpont Concerts, the Artisan Fair coordinated 
by Carol Mitchell and Cathy Welch, other fundraisers 
like the sale of David Nelson's handmake wooden flags, 
and a percentage is anticipated from the Women's 
Fellowship Harvest Fair.  Together, these fundraisers will 
meet and exceed the dollar amount for fundraisers 
budgeted in our church's 2025 budget. 
Thank you to everyone who donated items for our on-line 
fundraising auction. 
The donations were generous and diverse 
which attracted a wide range of bidders.  In addition to 
Connecticut, there were winning bidders from 
Massachusetts, New York, Rhode Island, Colorado, 
Texas and Arizona.  The auction has a broad reach. 
Thanks to Joyce and Ted M., SueBeth H., Carla H., 
Vivian S., Sue T., Sue C., Joan and Jim B., Nancy M., 
Martha B., Patience B., Kim C., Heather M., Kathy H., 
Cheryl B., Carol A., Pastor Scott, and Women's 
Fellowship for their donations.   Thank you also to Julie 
S., Mark B., David N., Karlee E. and Jeff H. for their help 
and support. For any questions or feedback, please see a 
member of the Auction Fundraiser "B Team":  Priscilla 
B., Martha B., Patience B., Martin B.   
 
Feeling Welcome 
We want everyone who comes to worship on Sunday to 
feel welcome.  We especially want visitors to feel 
welcome.  The welcome we want to share begins as 
people arrive in the church.  A smile and a greeting 

give a friendly feeling.  Greeting those who are visitors 
and taking them along to coffee or lemonade gives a 
friendly feeling.   

Greeters, Deacons, Scripture Readers, and 
Hosts/Hostesses for lemonade or coffee are the point 
people for Sunday morning welcome and worship, and 
the rest of the congregation follows along.  Please 
consider helping to offer hospitality and fellowship on 
Sunday morning.  Sign up through the Church website 
or talk with Rev. Cindy or Sandy Carter. 

Become a CAMERA OPERATOR! 
The livestream service is recorded through a camera in 
the back of the sanctuary.  This camera is operated 
from a desktop computer in the church office (hint: air 
conditioning!).  The process of setting up the 
livestream and shifting the camera angle during the 
service is pretty simple.  Would you like to learn?  
Training is available.  We need volunteers!  Please 
speak with Jeff Hutchins. 

OPT-IN  for Email ‘Blasts’   
We send emails to the whole congregation each week 
with the Invitation to Worship, and on other occasions 
when there is important news to share.  These emails 
come to you with the address “no-
reply@servantkeeper.com.  If you would like to 
receive emails from the church, please speak with Julie 
in the Church Office.  

Parking Lot Capital Campaign Update 
I am pleased to report that pledges and/or payments 
received to date (thru August 17th collections) total 
$235,900.89! My thanks to the following congregants 
who have already been heard from, both lead donors 
and recent pledgers, with the most-recent pledgers 
and/or donors noted with an asterisk: Beth Anderson, 
*Larry Ballantyne, Martin and Patience Benassi, Jim 
and Joan Bennett, Cheryl Bogert, Priscilla Bradford, 
Sandy Carter, Sue Cifelli, Ed and Mary Ellen Collett, 
Sue Compton, Tom and Kim Coughlin, George and 
Florence Coulston, *Gary and Annemarie Czajkowski, 
Jim and Leslie Dockendorff, Ken and Ann Dubar, Fran 
and Cheryl Dutko, David and Nancie Estep, Doris 
Ferner, Carl and Lillian Flodquist, Gail Fulop, 
*Merilee Gladkosky, Susan Guckert, Betsy Gumbart, 
Peter and Cheryl Hall, Kathy Harple, Vivian Harris, 
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Lisa Heyl, Michael and Carla Hill, *Linda Howe, 
Bernie and Elfie Hummel, Ron Jennings, *Robbie 
Juliano, Linda Lacobelli, Carol Lasse, *Suzanne Light, 
Nany Mahoney, Ted and Joyce Manzo, Barbara 
Massey, *Jeanne Mecca, Carol Mitchell, Scott Morrow 
and Carol Amico, Bryant and Sara Munson, *Kathleen 
Mickolyzck, Rob and Lynne Nielsen, Camille Patton, 
Stephen and Mabel Peterson, *Paul and Danielle 
Powers, Jeanne Reardon, Lynn Reardon, Betsy Reid, 
Bob and Barbara Scheidecker, Herb and Ann 
Schneider, *Adam and Julie Schweickert, Stephen and 
Linda Simonson, Tony and Cheryl Solecki, Peter and 
Vicki Struk, Kevin Studley, *John and Sue Tibor, and 
Cathy Welch. 

Thank you, one and all! I would also like to 
acknowledge pledges and gifts received from the 
following outside groups who utilize our church 
facilities: Corinthian Lodge 63, Music Together, 
*National Federal Employees, *New Haven Camera 
Club, *North Haven Garden Club, *North Haven Girl 
Scouts, and the North Haven Lions Charities. 
Additionally, a number of townspeople have rendered 
donations in support of our campaign, while our 
parking lot collection box is capturing $10-$15 at each 
Tuesday night concert. 

Our biggest remaining challenge is to encourage those 
people who generously pledged to the campaign to 
fulfill those pledges as soon as possible, as we recently 
signed the contract with Mid-State Paving and 
anticipate the parking lot redo to commence on 
September 22nd. 

With Deep Gratitude, 

Jim Bennett 

Parking Lot Capital Campaign Chairperson 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
Music Together 
Music Together classes held at our church.  For ages 0-
8 and their caregiver 
Mixed Age classes 0-5 *Rhythm kids classes 4-8 
*Ukulele classes 6+ 
Offered for Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer semesters 

Fun. Fabulous. Uplifting. Magical. These are just a few 
of the ways that parents describe our Music Together. 
Each week, babies, toddlers, preschoolers, big kids, 
and the grownups who love them gather in classrooms 
around the world to make beautiful Music Together as 
a community. Offered at more than 3,000 locations and 
40 countries, our early childhood music classes give 
families with children a chance to get in touch with 
their inner musician and connect with other families. 
Our Music Together classes are on a mission to make 
the world a better place by making it more musical.  

Wiggling, singing, and laughing with your child is so 
much fun—it’s easy to forget how much learning is 
taking place! Our research-based curriculum not only 
develops music skills, it nurtures creativity, self-
expression, and confidence while also supporting 
social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development. 
We'll have tons of fun singing, dancing, learning and 
playing instruments in this Free Music Together demo 
class.   Your family will learn 25 new songs and be 
immersed in music, learning, and fun each semester. 
We have a different collection of music (9 collections 
in total). Wiggling, singing, and laughing with your 
child is so much fun—it’s easy to forget how much 
learning is taking place! 
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Weekly Bible Study ZOOM Begins 
September 9. 
Our Bible Study will be resuming its weekly meetings 
beginning Tuesday, September 9 at 6:00 pm.  The 
group meets by Zoom each Tuesday for approximately 
one hour each session.  We will continue our study of 
the letters of Paul, resuming with 2 Corinthians.  If you 
are interested in joining, please contact John Tibor 
at john.tibor@snet.net so that we can include you on 
our Zoom link.  We look forward to seeing you there!  

 

 
Choir Practice begins again! 
We are excited to announce the first choir rehearsal of 
the new season will be held on Thursday September 4, 
2025, at 7:00PM. Light snacks are expected, as well as 
some classic hymns-singing. Bring a friend! We are 
hoping to have the choir sing on Sunday September 14, 
a community day for the church known as Rally Day! 
If you have any interest in volunteering your time in 
our church Music ministry this fall, please reach out to 
Jeff Hutchins, Music Director. 
 
 
Joining the Church 
If you are interested in becoming a member of North 
Haven Congregational Church, we would like to invite 
you to do so.  We welcome new members during our 
Sunday worship service.  If you would like to join the 
church, or have any questions, please speak with Rev. 
Cindy or call Julie in the Church Office. 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship 

Summer is winding down and WF is getting ready to 
start off the fall season with a Blueberry Pancake 
Breakfast, with the help of the Men’s Breakfast 
Group. It will be held in Carroll Hall on September 21 
after the service! Please sign up at coffee hour before 
September 15, so we have an idea of how many will be 
attending. This is a “free-will offering” event! Hope 
you will join us for a delicious breakfast! 

Looking ahead to the Women’s Fellowship Fair of 
2025, it’s time to begin thinking about how you can 
help with the 2025 Fair, which will be held on 
Saturday, November 1, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Please mark your calendars and save the date. 

What can be done now? Perhaps you have unwanted 
items you can donate to Grandma’s Attic, the Jewelry 
Table, Nearly New Room, or Christmas Room. Work 
on hand-crafted items or put together a basket for the 
raffle. Making jam or relish? Save some for the Fair. 
Think about what area you would like to help with. It 
takes many hands to transform the space we use, and 
this will happen the week of October 27 - 31, to be 
ready for the Fair on November 1. It is our hope that 
there will be many helpers to make the preparation, 
running, and cleanup go smoothly. Sign-up sheets will 
be circulating at Fellowship Hour soon. 

The Fair is organized by the Women’s Fellowship. 
Everyone is encouraged to participate in whatever way 
they can. Men, women, and youth are all needed to 
help make the Fair a success. The proceeds from the 
Fair will allow the Women’s Fellowship to continue to 
support our church’s needs and many organizations. 
This an opportunity to get to know each other better as 
we work together, share our talents with others, and 
open our doors to the community. We hope you will be 
part of this event. 
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A note about the Artisan Craft Fair 

 

The idea for an Artisan Craft Fair came out of the 
Women’s Fellowship Harvest Fair in November 2024. 
Over the last few years, at the Harvest Fair, we have 
noticed that handmade items have not been bought at 
the prices we were asking. It was decided to have a fair 
that included Craft Vendors and handmade items from 
our members. The word “Artisan” was used to indicate 
that the merchandise was of high quality, distinctive 
and made by skilled handcrafters. The flags made by 
Dave Nelson are an example. Many needle work kits 
and sewing accessories donated by Larry Ballantyne 
were for sale as well as needle work and fabric items 
we had. We are happy to report that the Artisan Craft 
Fair held in Carroll Hall on July 12th netted $584.00 
which was given to the Fundraiser account of our 
church. We feel this is a good showing for a first effort. 
Though it was a lot of work to prepare for, it was also 
fun – particularly when the Flash Mob, led by our 
organist Heather Meachan, showed up and preformed 
five line dances! Thank you Heather! We thank Beth 
Anderson and Sandy Carter for their help with pricing 
items and setting up the display the day before the fair, 
helping the day of the fair, and running the raffle which 
offered two generously filled sewing baskets and a 
handmade afghan. Thanks also to Vicky Struck who 
came to help in the afternoon when it was less busy. 
The plan for future fairs of this type is being 
considered. Anyone who would be interested in 
helping or making a donation is welcome and should 
contact Cathy Welch or Carol Mitchell through the 
church office 203 239-5691. 

Covenant to Care 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
backpack project. We sent 21 children off to school 
with a backpack and supplies! 
Best wishes for a great year to all children, teachers, 
and parents.  

Kathy Harple 
 

           Men’s Fellowship 

The men met twice in July for breakfast and 
fellowship, on the 12th and 26th. This was an unusual 
happenstance, as we normally break for the months of 
July and August, but we made an exception this year to 
allow Pastor Scott two more opportunities to share 
bread with our group before his retirement on 31 July. 

Unfortunately, I was in Orlando, FL on the 12th 
attending the International Lions Convention and was 
not provided any information on who showed up and 
what was discussed. (I only know that Peter Hall 
prepared his special breakfast casserole on that 
morning.) Similarly, I missed the 26th confab for a 
different reason, COVID, which I picked up in 
Orlando. Thankfully, Victor Maldonado was kind 
enough to pass along the attendance list for that 
morning, as follows: Martin Benassi, Mark Bessette, 
Fran Dutko, Peter Hall, Bernie Hummel, Victor, Rev. 
Scott Morrow, Bryant Munson, Joshua Peiffer, Tim 
Peiffer, Stephen Simonson, Peter Struk, and John 
Tibor. 
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Some tidbits from July 26th: Scott discussed the 
current events going on at NHCC, noting that it was a 
wonderful congregation of giving people. He felt that 
he was leaving the church in good shape. Scott also 
praised the Transition Mission Team for its exemplary 
work; Bernie presented Scott with a hand-made belt 
buckle; Mark updated the group on the parking lot 
project, stating that work on it is planned to start 
sometime in September after the summer concerts and 
a significant Mason’s event have concluded; Martin 
reminded everyone that today was the pickup date for 
those who bid successfully on online Auction items 
and commented also that all items were sold and 
theAuction generated the most money ever; and Tim 
delivered a great spiritual message centered around the 
truth that although we may forget God’s love, God 
never stops loving us. 

The men return to a normal 1st and 3rd Saturdays 
schedule beginning on September 6th, so we’ll see all 
of you then, right? 

Jim Bennett 

 
 
 
  
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  
Saturday, Sep 6 – Men’s Fellowship Brkfst 7:30am 
Sunday, Sep 14 – Rally Day 
Saturday, Sep 20 – Men’s Fellowship Brkfst 7:30am;   
Saturday, Oct 4 - Men’s Fellowship Brkfst 7:30am,   

  

PASTORAL VISITS  

Pastoral Visits in Hospital –Please contact Julie or 
Cindy if you anticipate a trip to the hospital or 
unexpectedly find yourself hospitalized, so that 
Rev.Cindy can respond. 

 
 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS  

We are livestreaming our worship services on Sunday 
mornings .  We continue to celebrate Communion on 
the first Sunday of the month, encouraging those at 
home to participate with their own bread and juice.  

If you are unable watch the Church service online, we 
will be happy to celebrate this Sacrament with you 
either in person or over the telephone.  Please call the 
church office at 203-239-5691 to make an appointment 
that would be convenient for you. 

 

 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

In this month’s Window we continue to list the names 
of persons for whom we pray in our worship each 
Sunday.  Please add these special people to your 
prayers at home.  Watch the Window each month for 
changes in this list.  

In Our Prayers This Month are: Lee Guckert, Linda 
Rankin, Linda Shannon, Marlene Bellonio, Meg  
Adams, Herb & Ann Schneider, Charlotte Shea, the 
Family of Curtis Andrews, Sr., the Family of Betsy 
Gumbart, and the Family of Marge Schweickert.  
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CARDS & LETTERS   

Below are some of our church members who are not 
always able to be present for worship on Sunday 
mornings.  We invite you to send them a card and 
include them in your prayers. 

Meg Adams 
67 Sackett Point Rd.,  
Apt. 408 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
  

Marlene Bellonio 
310 Terrace Ave, W146D 
West Haven CT 06516 
 
 

 

Merrilee & George Gladkosky  
145 N. Ridgeland Road 
Wallingford CT 06492 
 

 
 
  

 
Ellie Harple 
1350 Whitney Ave., Apt.247 
 Hamden, CT 06517 
 

 

Walter Kaercher   
5 Tennyson Ave. 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
Betty Martin 
22 Canterbury Rd.  
Hamden CT 06514 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Linda Rankin  
22 Masonic Ave, Room R504b 
Wallingford, CT 06492 
 

 
 
 
 
Betsey Reid  
79 Washington Ave 
P.O. Box 2040 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
 

  
 
 

Gloria Santamauro 
67 Sackett Point Rd, #401 
North Haven, CT 06473 
 
 

 
Bob & Barbara Scheidecker 
59 Grove Road 
North Haven, CT 06473 
 

 
 
Herb & Ann Schneider  
150 Cook Hill Road, Apt. 6106 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
 
 

 
Linda Shannon 
165 Clintonville Rd, #122,  
North Haven, CT 06473 
 

 
 
 Jeff Whipple 
5114 Avalone Haven Drive 
North Haven, CT 0647 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 

 
September 7th (13th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 18:1-11  .......  Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20   .....  Psalm 1 
Philemon 1:1-21   .....  Luke 14:25-33 

September 14th (14th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28  .......  Psalm 14 
Exodus 32:7-14   .....  Psalm 51:1-10 
1 Timothy 1:12-17   .....  Luke 15:1-10 

September 21st (15th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  .......  Psalm 79:1-9 
Amos 8:4-7  .......  Psalm 113 
1 Timothy 2:1-7   .....  Luke 16:1-13 

September 28th (16th Sunday after Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  .......  Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7  .......  Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19   .....  Luke 16:19-31 
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