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A Busy New Year 
The Church has been busy so far this year.  We came 
through Advent and Christmas, and then through New 
Year’s Day, with the joy of the holidays and the 
energy boost they bring.  There was some quiet and 
restful time at the end of December and early January 
with school vacation and a slower time at Church.  
January brought preparation for the Annual Meeting 
and the Annual Meeting itself – adopting a budget and 
electing leaders for the coming year.  There was a 
wonderful pancake breakfast on Sunday, January 19! 
In February we prepared for training and education 
around our Safe Conduct policy, and gathered 
information to move ahead with building Church 
Safety policies and procedures.  A new round of 
digging in the parking lot began, with the goal of 
solving our periodic plumbing problems.  And 
snowstorms prompted cancellation of worship on 
TWO Sundays in a row!  We gathered for worship for 
the final Sunday in February, and as this WINDOW 
goes to print we will be heading into March. 

The Parking Lot Campaign Committee is engaged in 
creative planning and preparation, looking ahead to the 
paving of the parking lot!  The thought of a parking lot 
with a drainage system and fresh, new pavement is 
exciting! 

We had our first Pierpont 
Concert for this year with 
the NHHS jazz and choral 
groups. As we look ahead 
to a Simple Soup Supper 
for Ash Wednesday, and a 
St. Patrick’s Dinner, and 
warmer weather ….it 
feels like the winter will 
ease and the energy and 
exuberance of spring will 
brighten our days! 

Scott Morrow 
 

 

In the waning days of winter and the early 
days of spring … 
A person misses one MLB meeting, for good cause I 
might add, and returns the next month to find that 
they’ve been volunteered, in absentia, to write the 
MLB article for the March Window. This is a task I’ve 
successfully avoided for the past year and one which 
makes me more than a bit nervous. Board members 
told me to give it my best shot. What follows is my 
best shot. 

Here we are in the bleak midwinter. The winter 
doldrums are lurking everywhere, and Punxsutawney 
Phil has put the evil eye on us, as evidenced by 
worship cancelation two weeks in a row. I’ve learned 
that a snow day from church doesn’t carry the same 
excitement as a snow day from school. 

Despite the cold and ice and dark, we have many 
things to look forward to which will help us get 
through these days. Ash Wednesday is March 5th. We 
are hoping to bring back the tradition of a Simple Soup 
Supper before an evening service. Unfortunately, I’ve 
never attended either the soup supper or an evening 
Ash Wednesday service but would like to very much. I 
attended last year’s noontime Ash Wednesday service. 
Although it was brief, it was solemn, beautiful and 
hopeful. If you are interested in the soup supper and 
evening service, please let Scott, or Julie, or Sandy 
Carter, or any MLB or Women’s Fellowship member 
know. 

Perhaps the biggest boon to our winter weary spirits 
will be Daylight Savings Time which is just around the 
corner – March 9th. 

The annual St. Patrick’s dinner is Sunday afternoon, 
March 16th. Make your reservations and bring your 
appetites! 

The Parking Lot committee has been busy preparing to 
launch the capital campaign in April. 

Of course there are also events to help us celebrate 
Spring. The United Girls’ Choir is scheduled to 
perform on Saturday, May 3rd. If you haven’t heard 
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them before this concert is a must. They are an 
amazing, talented, poised group of young women. 
Their voices will lift your hearts and souls to new 
heights. 

And for something new and different, Women’s 
Fellowship is sponsoring Bingo Night on Saturday, 
June 7th, the proceeds from which will go to the 
parking lot campaign. Invite a friend, or neighbor or a 
Catholic who might miss the bingo nights of their 
younger days. My sister and I will be there reliving 
treasured childhood memories of Friday evening bingo 
with our Mom at our church. 

And finally, after the last two weeks, I hope we can 
look forward to Sunday worship very soon. 

In the waning days of winter and the early days of 
spring, let’s come together to share the hope, the 
prayers, the light, the laughter and God’s presence. 

Susan Guckert, MLB  

Special Music Collection 
Fund Ongoing 
We are so grateful for those who 
have given! While we love to 

rely on, encourage, and enjoy our talented NHCC 
volunteers with their musical offerings each week, we 
also like to augment Easter music with some special 
instrumentalists, most recently, at least two trumpets! 
We encourage church members to consider a small 
donation toward this ministry to help defray the costs 
of any special music planned for Easter, which might 
include the first movement of Vivaldi’s Gloria this 
year. Many Thanks! 
 
A seasonal song for these cold moments 
at the end of February. 
At the end of Epiphany this year, we will be singing 
“Shine, Jesus, Shine”, a favorite of many. This song 
celebrates Jesus as “the Light of the World,” a central 
theme throughout the season of Epiphany, from what 
the Wise Sages of the East beheld in the manger to 
Christ upon the mountain peak glowing with divine 
light! 

This high energy tune sends us forth, carrying the light 
of Jesus, beyond Epiphany into the journey ahead, 
reflecting God’s glory and love in all we do. Come 
sing along on Sunday March 2!  

 

Shine Jesus Shine 

(Lord, the Light of Your Love is Shining) 

Lord, the light of your love is shining. In the midst of 
the darkness, shining. Jesus, Light of the world, shine 

upon us. Set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me! Shine on me! 

Refrain: 

Shine, Jesus, shine! Fill this land with God’s great 
glory Blaze, Spirit, blaze! 

Set our hearts on fire! Flow, river, flow! Flood the 
nations with grace and mercy. Send forth your word, 

Lord, and let there be light! 

Verse 3) As we gaze on your kingly brightness. So our 
faces display your likeness. Ever changing from glory 
to glory. Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 

Shine on me, shine on me! 

Refrain 

Graham Kendrick(b.1950) Copyright © 1987 Make Way Music, 
www.grahamkendrick.co.uk 

Scriptures: Genesis 1:3, Psalm 139:23, John 1:5, John 8:12, John 
8:32, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Revelation 22:1- 2 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-719615. All 
rights reserved. 
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With gratitude, we share the names of 
those who have pledged to support the 
annual budget as of 2/25/25:

Carol Amico & Scott Morrow 
Beth Anderson 
Rich & Susan Baldino 
Larry Ballantyne  
Patience & Martin Benassi 
Jim & Joan Bennett 
Mark & Laurel Bessette 
Cheryl Bogert 
Priscilla Bradford 
Elaine Burr 
Mark & Martha Butterworth 
Sandy Carter 
Sue Cifelli 
Wendy Civitello 
Ed & Mary Ellen Collett 
Susan Compton 
Rebecca & Alan Conley 
Kim & Tom Coughlin 
George & Florence Coulston 
Gary & AnnMarie Czajkowski 
Carmen & Melissa DeLuca 
Bette & Bob DeMayo 
James & Leslie Dockendorff 
Ken & Ann Dubar 
Doris Ferner 
Carl & Lillian Flodquist 
Gail Fulop 
Jody & Rich Gallagher 
Sara and Brian Gannon 
Merrilee & George Gladkosky 
Tom & Wendy Glynn 
Susan Guckert 
Betsy Gumbart 
Nancy Gutowski 
Peter & Cheryl Hall 
Eleanor Harple 
Kathleen Harple 
Vivian Harris 
Carla & Michael Hill 
Susan Beth Higgins  
Bernie & Elfie Hummel 
Barbara Joslyn 

Robbie & Bruno Juliano 
Linda Lacobelli 
Lynn & Dan Lafleur 
Ross Lanius 
Carol Lasse 
Suzanne & Nigel Light 
Nancy & Ken Mahoney 
John & Rhonda Masnato 
Heather & Drew Mastracchio 
Joyce & Ted Manzo 
Barbara & Rick Massey 
Michelle & Michael McBride 
Jeanne & William Mecca 
Kathleen & Robert Mickolyzck 
Carol Mitchell 
Bryant & Sara Munson 
Kim & Rob Natoli 
David Nelson 
Lynne & Rob Nielsen 
William Olmstead 
Timothy Peiffer 
Steve & Mabel Peterson 
Dot Pierce 
Paul & Elizabeth Powers 
Jeanne Reardon 
Lynn Reardon 
Betsey Reid 
Jane Romans 
Wendy & Richard Russo 
Robert & Ruth Scelzo 
Bob & Barbara Scheidecker 
Adam & Julie Schweickert 
Stephen & Linda Simonson 
George & Linda Silk 
Tony & Cheryl Solecki 
Kerry & Eben Stewart 
Peter & Vicki Struk 
John & Sue Tibor 
Audrey Tilley 
Tracey & David Weiss 
Catherine Welch    
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Ministry Coordinator for 
Children 
 

March Church School Calendar 
March 2 - Communion and Chapel Sunday; children 

begin in Chapel, then to Church school, then to 
worship to celebrate Communion with their 
families  

March 5 – Ash Wednesday - Family Service – 
beginning of Lent 

March 9 - Regular Sunday; children begin in worship 
then to Church School; Noisy Offering 

March 16 - Regular Sunday; children begin in 
worship then to Church School 

March 23 - Regular Sunday; children begin in 
worship then to Church School; Noisy Offering 

March 30 - Regular Sunday; children begin in 
worship then to Church School 

THE CHURCH YEAR for Families 
The Church Year, or Liturgical Year follows the birth, 
ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus. The 
Christian year is divided into six seasons: Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost. The 
Church Year begins with the Season of Advent, 
beginning the fourth Sunday before Christmas. The 
Christmas season begins on December 25th and ends 
January 5th, which is the day before Epiphany. 
The Season of Epiphany is about six weeks long and 
ends on Ash Wednesday; the beginning of Lent. Lent 
is followed by Easter and then Pentecost. The duration, 
focus, scriptures, liturgical colors, symbols and hymns 
vary from church season to church season. Although, 
each season does focus on different aspects and events 
in Jesus' life. 
 
This year Ash Wednesday is on March 5th and marks 
the beginning of Lent. Lent lasts for forty days 
(excluding Sundays) and ends on the eve of Easter 
Sunday, which is April 20th. During Lent we 
concentrate on confession, repentance, and spiritual 
growth. We are reminded of Jesus' greatest act of love, 
Jesus' death on the cross. Lent is a time to rediscover 
our need for God and to prepare for the joy of Easter; 
for a new life in Christ. Lent is most certainly the most 
somber season of the Church Year, while Christmas 
and Easter are the most joyful seasons.  

 
Although Lent can be a time of self-examination, it 
can also be a time for renewed commitment to Christ's 
ministry in all aspects of community. From within the 
family, to the neighborhood, to the larger community 
and to the world. Lent is a perfect time for parents to 
encourage their children towards active outreach. In 
the Book of Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus taught that we 
are to minister to the less fortunate; "...then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink?'.....And the King will answer 
them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it for the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.'" 
 
Towards Active Outreach During Lent - On 
March 9th, the first Sunday of Lent, each child will 
receive a Lenten Calendar, with suggestions for simple 
tasks or activities for each of the days during Lent, 
such as: make a cross with things you find in nature; 
help someone today; surprise someone with a special 
note; tell God what you are thankful for; make 
something for someone; or give up something for the 
day. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: 
      April 13th - Palm Sunday 
      April 20th - Easter Sunday; annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 
 
Karlee Etter 
Ministry Coordinator for Children 
 

Church Family News 
Birthdays Julie Schweickert 
03/02, Stephen Baraquin 03/03, 
Aaron Baraquin 03/03, Amelia 
Murphy 03/05, Jaclyn Murphy 
03/05, Curtis Andrews 03/06, 

Francis Dutko 03/06, Cheryl Dutko 03/06, Amy Mears 
03/12, Ryan Weiss 03/12, Patricia Jennings 03/13,  
Joseph Mulvey 03/17, Jeffrey Jennings 03/18, Hunter 
Coughlin 03/20, Ann Schneider 03/21, Lynn Lafleur 
03/23, Elaine Burr 03/25, Herbert Schneider 03/25, 
Sheree Alexander 03/27, Mark Bessette 03/29, 
Charlotte Shea 03/31, Janelly Ane Santiago 03/31. 
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Anniversaries Fran & Cheryl Dutko 3/3, Kerry & 
Eben Stewart 03/08, Peter & Cheryl Hall 3/28, Bernie 
& Elfie Hummel 03/28, Robbie & Bruno Juliano 
03/29. 

Deaths:  

Marion Dorothy Smith died on December 28, 2024.  
Marion was the mother of Stephen Baraquin, and the 
grandmother of Aaron and Stephen, Jr.  We give 
thanks to God for the precious life of Marion, and ask 
God’s tender comfort for all of her family.  

 Joyce Bellonio died on February 1.  Joyce’s husband 
was the late Anthony Bellonio, and her son was the 
late David Bellonio.  Joyce’s sisters are Gloria 
Bellonio and Linda Lacobelli; her daughter-in-law is 
Marlene Bellonio.  Joyce was the senior Heritage 
Member of the Church, having joined in 1946.  We 
give thanks to God for the long and precious life of 
Joyce, and ask God’s comfort and strength for her 
family.   

Linda Serfillippi died on February 17.  Linda was the 
wife of Joseph Serfillippi, and the mother of Vincent 
and Michael Serfillippi.  Linda was the daughter of 
David and Edna Chapman.  Her sisters are Eileen 
Chapman, Elizabeth Angelone, and Wendy Burton.  
We give thanks to God for the precious life of Linda, 
and ask God’s tender comfort for Joseph and Vinnie 
and Michael, and for all the family.   

Shirley Ryan died on February 19.  Shirley’s husband 
was the late Thomas P. Ryan, She was the mother of 
Mark, Jeffrey, and Jonathan Whipple, and Kimberly 
Sceggel.  She was the step-mother of David, Meg, 
John and the late Jane Ryan.  Services will be 
conducted at a later time.  We give thanks to God for 
the precious and wonderful life of Shirley, and ask 
Gods great love and gentle comfort for all the family. 

Easter Lilies Offering 
With the arrival of spring and its early signs of 
emergence of flowers and shrubs, we remind you of 
the Easter Lily Special offering that has been a part of 
our Easter tradition for many years.  As most of you 
know, the lilies allow us to give a memorial to our 
family members and beautify the sanctuary for Easter 
Sunday.  They are distributed to our shut-ins and ill 
members after the service.  We invite your 
contribution toward the purchase of Easter Lilies 
for the sanctuary.  The best way to make a 
contribution is online through the website, or by 
email.  Please note to whom the Lilies are 
dedicated.  If you send your contribution by 
regular mail, please call the Church Office with 
your dedication, so we know it is coming. Your 
support is appreciated.   

 

Mission Team News 
Parking Lot Campaign Committee 
I just wanted to give everyone a heads-up that a 
Parking Lot Campaign Committee has been put 
together, chaired by yours truly, which has begun its 
important work of working out a plan to raise 
sufficient funds to pay for a new parking lot for the 
church. Buildings and Grounds has been filling in 
potholes as best it can for several years now, but it has 
become very evident that a more permanent fix is now 
needed. 

This Committee, comprised of Beth Anderson, Martin 
and Patience Benassi, your humbleness, Sandy Carter, 
Ed Collett, Sue Compton, Ed and Mary Ellen Collett, 
Kathy Harple, Rev. Scott Morrow, Paul Powers, and 
Kevin Studley, began meeting last October but has 
really ramped up its efforts this month. To assist it in 
its fundraising efforts, the Committee has enlisted the 
consulting services of the Rev. Dr. Jay Terbush, 
Transitional Senior Minister at Hartford’s Immanuel 
Congregational Church. 

We are in the process of creating a theme for the 
campaign, developing marketing materials to 
complement the theme, and establishing a financial 
goal and stretch goal for it. I don’t want to get too far 
ahead of myself, but I did want to prepare everyone for 
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what is coming, a solicitation to support this campaign 
with your personal gifts. Thank you in advance for 
giving this matter your careful consideration, 

Yours in Faithful Service, 
Jim Bennett 
Parking Lot Campaign Committee Chair 
 

 
Ding-a-ling? 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to practice hand chimes 
during the season of Lent? Peter Hall and I, along with 
many devoted members of the choir, are hoping to get 
enough people to offer a hand chime “Gift of Music” 
during Holy Week/Easter this year. 
 
If you are hesitant to play these chimes, have no fear! 
 
It's not too difficult, but very musically rewarding as 
the group makes progress together! You are only 
responsible for one or two notes out of the whole 
bunch! Any long time member of the group will be 
happy to give you a tutorial. Please reach out to Jeff or 
a member of the chancel choir if interested. We would 
love to get at least eight people to take this on. 
Rehearsals on Thursday evenings during March and 
April. Please consider it! 
 
Let’s Offer a Smiling Welcome in March  
This month is a good time to invite friends and 
neighbors to come to a worship service!  We celebrate 
Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent in the first 
week.  We will be looking ahead to Palm Sunday and 

Easter!  Greeters, Deacons, Scripture Readers, and 
Hosts/Hostesses for coffee are often the first to offer 
our Sunday morning welcome.  It is wonderful to 
enjoy coffee and fellowship after the worship service – 
particularly after a couple of snowy weather 
cancellations!  Experienced coffee brewers are 
standing by to help those hosting Fellowship Hour!   

Please consider helping to offer hospitality and 
fellowship on Sunday morning.  Sign up through the 
Church website or talk with Scott or Sandy Carter.  

Join our worship in March 
Ash Wednesday opens the season of Lent in the first 
week of March.  Lent is a season of preparation – of 
prayerful devotion and repentance – in preparation for 
the celebration of Easter!  We look ahead to warmer 
days and spring flowers, and the promise of 
resurrection.  Come and worship! Enjoy the 
fellowship!   

We will continue to livestream the worship service 
through the church website for those who cannot 
attend in-person. 

Run the Livestream CAMERA on Sunday 
morning! 
The livestream of our worship service is very 
important to church members who live far away or 
cannot attend in-person.  The camera operator controls 
a camera in the back of the sanctuary from a desktop 
computer in the church office.  The camera operator 
can shift the camera angle to provide close-ups at 
various points in the service.  It’s a pretty simple 
process to set up the camera and the livestream, and 
it’s FUN!  Our most recent camera operators have 
earned community service credits for school! We’re 
looking for volunteers!  Please speak with Scott or Jeff 
Hutchins. 

We Will Continue To Collect Food Items 
On Sunday With The Offering   
The Food Pantry Focus for March is VEGETABLES!!  
Please bring canned vegetables and place them in the 
basket in the Narthex.  We will bring your 
contributions forward as a generous part of our 
offering on Sunday morning.  Cash donations are also 
much appreciated – they allow us to purchase exactly 
the items we need!  Thank you! 
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Trinity Solar 
North Haven Congregational Church 
is working with Trinity Solar, 
Connecticut’s largest residential solar 
installer, to help support our church, 
our members, and the environment. 

This partnership program is simple: 
 Call or text Chris Corcoran at (203) 623-1372 to 

set up a meeting. Chris will visit your home for 
an evaluation. He’ll answer your questions, show 
you how much you can save on electricity costs, 
and describe the $0 down, $0 upfront program. 

 Trinity will contribute $100 to the church for 
each homeowner that meets with Chris for a no-
cost home evaluation. 

 For each person that moves forward with a solar 
solution for their home, Trinity will contribute 
$1,000 to the church, when the installation is 
completed. 

You can also call Trinity at 800-655-2500. Mention 
North Haven Congregational Church and they’ll help 
you set up a meeting with Chris. 

Call or text Chris anytime to learn more. Scan the QR 
Code above for more information. 

A  BIG thank-you to our SNOW 
SHOVELERS!!  Dave Nelson has shoveled and 
salted and cleared ice on several occasions during the 
week.  We cancelled the worship service on two 
Sundays:  on Sunday, February 9, Pete & Vicky Struk 
used the snowblower and the shovel to clear the walks; 
and on Sunday, February 16, Ed Collett shoveled the 
walks.  Thank you, Dave, Pete, Vicky, and Ed!!   You 
made Monday morning much easier! 

Assistance With Snow Removal:  Attention 
Teenagers And Adults!! We would have been 
glad to have your help in February!  The Board of 
Building & Grounds asks your help with clearing snow 
from the entranceways to the church.  This is a 7-day 
per week need in our current situation.  Julie and Scott 
need dependable access to the office during the week 
8am – 2:30pm.  Food Pantry clients come 1-2pm on 
Mondays and 10-11am on Wednesdays and Fridays, 
community groups use our building on most weekdays 
and Saturdays, and our worship service is on Sunday.  
The sidewalks and exits need to be clear for the 

building to be open.  Dave Nelson, the Church Sexton 
will help with snow removal on weekday mornings.   

We would like to set up a “call-out list” of people who 
are willing to clear snow (up to 6”) from the sidewalks 
and stairwells at the church.  The church has a snow 
blower and an electric shovel which are available for 
use.  The Church will pay for this service. 

If you would like to be on the Snow Removal Call-Out 
List, please contact Julie in the Church Office. 

Storm Closings   
If church programs or activities should need to be 
cancelled due to bad weather, this information will be 
broadcast on WTNH TV channel 8 and WFSB TV 
channel 3.  It will also be listed on our website 
(www.northhavenucc.org), and on our outgoing 
telephone message. 

It is church policy that afternoon and evening activities 
for youth are cancelled if school is cancelled or there is 
an early dismissal. 

 

 

 

Come Explore the Weekly Bible Study 
ZOOM Tuesday at 6pm.  The weekly Bible 
Study will gathers on Tuesday evenings at 6pm for 
fellowship and study.  We are reading through the 
letters of Paul in chronological order.  Currently, we’re 
reading Philippians.  We meet for an hour for study 
and prayer through ZOOM!  All are welcome!  Please 
come and visit!  Tell Scott or Julie you’re interested 
and we’ll send you the ZOOM link. 

 

Ash Wednesday Simple Soup Supper!  - 
Ash Wednesday falls on March 5 this year.  We will 
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have a worship service at 7pm.  Members of the 
Women’s Fellowship will coordinate a “Simple Soup 
Supper” at 6pm.  There will be several soups available, 
along with bread and salad.  The Chancel Choir is 
invited to come at 5:30.  Volunteers are needed to 
make soup, and we need to know how many are 
planning to attend.  Please call the Church Office by 
March 2nd and let Julie know if you are willing to 
make a soup or if you are planning to attend.  Join us 
for this opportunity for fellowship and worship as we 
begin the season of Lent.   

Lenten Study Program Announced – A 
program of reading and discussion will be held after 
worship on four Sundays in Lent:  March 9 and 23, 
and April 6 and 13.  We will read from the book “We 
Make the Road by Walking” by Brian McLaren.  
McLaren is a former college English instructor, an 
author of over a dozen books, a speaker, and a public 
theologian.  In “We Make the Road by Walking, 
McLaren suggests “faith is not a destination or a 
status, but rather a road, a path, a way out of old and 
destructive patterns into new and creative ones.”  The 
book is loosely organized around the church year, with 
chapters that are 3-4 pages including some questions 
for though and discussion.  We’ll look at some of the 
chapters touching on Lent, Holy Week, and Easter, 
and some others.  Some used books will be available.  
If you are interested, or have questions, contact Scott 
Morrow 

 

 

Change Your Clocks!! 
Remember that Daylight Savings Time begins on 
Sunday, March 9.  Turn your clocks forward 1 hour 
Saturday night! 

 

Community Supper at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church    The North Haven Rotary 
Club sponsors a monthly community supper at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church on the last Friday of the 
month at 5pm.  The next Community Supper will be 
Friday, March 14th at 5pm.  Donations are accepted 
gratefully but not required.  Fellowship is the goal of 
these suppers, as well as providing an affordable meal.  
Please consider attending this supper for good food 
and good conversation! 

New To The Church?  Just Curious?   
We invite you to two Newcomers Discussions 
sponsored by the Deacons.  These gatherings, held 
after the worship service, will provide an opportunity 
to meet some leaders from the church to learn about 
North Haven Congregational Church and the United 
Church of Christ, and to ask any questions you may 
have.  The dates for the Discussions are March 16 and 
March 30.  These conversations are open to all who 
are interested, with no assumptions or commitment.  
We’ll get some coffee after worship and gather in the 
Library from 10:45 – noon.  If you have questions, 
please speak with Scott Morrow or call the church 
office. 

Covenant to Care 
This Easter we will again be participating in providing 
Easter baskets for children in our community. This is 
not only a fun activity but a way to make a child’s life 
brighter. The Easter tree will be set up in Carroll Hall 
during coffee hour on March 30, 2025. On the tree will 
be names and ages of children. You may choose a 
child whom you would like to provide an Easter 
basket. Please have your basket returned to the church 
by April 13, 2025. Our social worker will pick up the 
baskets that week and distribute them to the children. 
Thank you very much for participating in this joyous 
project. 

Kathy Harple 
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SNEUCC Holding Regional Gathering  
The Southern New England Conference will be 
holding Regional Gatherings through the spring.  
Entitled “GROW-ing in Vision Together”, these 
gatherings are an opportunity for local church leaders, 
clergy, and Conference staff to meet each other, build 
connection, and strengthen partnership.  Our 
Association, New Haven East Consociation, is part of 
the Southwest Region.  Our gathering is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 29, 9am-12N in Southbury.  Let’s 
carpool! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing Special 
Offering on March 30  The One Great Hour of 
Sharing, which is part of Our Church’s Wider Mission, 
is the special mission offering of the United Church of 
Christ which provides for people in crisis throughout 
the world through disaster, refugee and development 
ministries..  The theme for this year is Be The Light!  
For over 75 years, the One Great Hour of Sharing 
offering has been helping American and Canadian 
Christians bring God’s hope and healing to hurting 
people domestically and around the world.  OGHS’s 
mission is to support domestic and international 
development, fight poverty and its consequences, bring 
aid and relief to communities torn by war  or ravaged 
buy national disaster, advocacy and resettlement 
assistance for refugees and displaced persons, and 
combat injustice in its many forms. 
The UCC works with other churches and international 
partners to develop and provide sources of clean water, 
food, education and health care and small business 
micro-credit.  One Great Hour of Sharing also supports 
domestic and international ministries for disaster 
preparedness and response.  The Christian 
denominations and agencies supporting One Great 

Hour of Sharing include the American Baptist Church, 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of the 
Brethren, the United Church of Christ, and Church 
World Service.  Please give generously on March 30! 

Joining the Church 
If you are interested in becoming a member of North 
Haven Congregational Church, we would like to invite 
you to do so on Sunday, April 6.  We welcome new 
members during our regular worship service, and then 
receive Communion together.  If you would like to 
join the church, or have any questions, please speak 
with Scott or call Julie in the Church Office. 

SNEUCC Annual Meeting will be Virtual 
The Annual Meeting of the Southern New England 
Conference will be held online on Saturday, June 7, 
9am-1pm.  The keynote speaker will be Jamar Doyle, 
who serves as the President and CEO of the Council of 
Health and Human Service Ministries of the UCC. 

The theme of the meeting is “Into the Deep: Living 
and Leading at the Intersection”.  Put this on your 
calendar.  More information can be found at 
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/18362882 . 

Confirmation 2024-25   
Looking ahead to Confirmation on June 8, Scott will 
contact Confirmation families directly to set a 
schedule for Confirmation through the spring. 

Registration Open for 2025 Summer 
Conferences at Silver Lake Camp  
 The Family Camp session is June 22-25.  One-week 
sessions (Sun-Sat) for campers entering grades 4-12 
are offered June 22-28, June 29-July 5, and July 6-12, 
13-19, 20-26.  Tiered pricing is available 
$940/$850/$760.  There will be an Open House at 
Silver Lake on Saturday, May 17, 11am-3pm.  For 
more information about the Summer Conference 
Schedule, check out the website www.silverlakect.org, 
or talk with Karlee Etter or Scott Morrow 
Summer Staff and Volunteer applications are now 
open.  Go to 
https://www.silverlakect.org/newsdetail/18768450 for 
more information. 
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PASTORAL VISITS IN HOSPITAL  

Please contact Julie or Scott if you anticipate a trip to 
the hospital or unexpectedly find yourself hospitalized, 
so that Scott can respond.     

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

In this month’s Window we continue to list the names 
of persons for whom we pray in our worship each 
Sunday.  Please add these special people to your 
prayers at home.   

In Our Prayers This Month are: Audrey Tilley, 
Linda Rankin, Linda Shannon, Marlene Bellonio, 
family of Shirley Ryan, family of Joyce Bellonio, Meg 
Adams, Herb & Ann Schneider, Sarah, and Melissa. 

 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS  

We continue to celebrate Communion on the first 
Sunday of the month, encouraging those at home to 
participate with their own bread and juice.  

If you are unable watch the Church service online, we 
will be happy to celebrate this Sacrament with you. 
Please call the church office at 203-239-5691 to make 
an appointment that would be convenient for you. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE!!   
Wednesday, Mar. 5 – Ash Wednesday – Soup Supper 

6pm, Service 7pm 
Saturday, Mar 8 – SUPER SATURDAY, onsite & 

online; 8am-4pm 
Sunday, Mar 9 – Lenten Study – Koinonia Room 

10:45am 
Sunday, Mar 16 – Newcomers Discussion – Library 

10:45am 
Sunday, Mar 23 - Lenten Study – Koinonia Room 

10:45am 
Saturday, Mar. 29 – SNEUCC Regional Gathering, 
Sunday, Mar 30  Newcomers Discussion – Library 

10:45am 
Sunday, Apr 6 - Lenten Study – Koinonia Room 

10:45am 
Saturday, May 3 – Concert by Elm City Girls Choir 

7:00pm Volunteers needed for reception. 
Please see a member of the Music Mission 
Team 

Saturday, May 24 – North Haven Memorial Day 
Parade 

Saturday, June 7 – SNEUCC Annual Meeting (virtual) 
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Women’s Fellowship 

Spring is right around the corner. March 9th daylight 
savings time begins. March 20th is the first day of 
spring! I’m sure we are all ready for some longer days 
and warmer weather. I know I am!

 
Our Annual St Patrick’s Dinner (details below!) is this 
month. April is Easter, and May is our Annual Tag 
Sale! Details to follow next month. There will be 
“Saturday Night Bingo Game” held on June 7th, 
details to follow. 

Spring is a time to renew, refresh, and try something 
new. So please plan to join us at these events and have 
some fun. We look forward to seeing you all! We can’t 
have success with any of these events if YOU are not 
there. Your presence is important! 

Dot Pierce 
Women’s Fellowship 
 
St Patrick’s Day Dinner 
Sunday, March 16th, 3 p.m. in Carroll Hall 
Hosted by Women’s & Men’s Fellowship 

 
Corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, carrots 
Irish soda bread, coffee, tea, dessert 
Adults: $18 each 
Children under 12: free 

Reservations and payments MUST be made by March 
2nd. Call Julie: 203-239-5691 
Payments may be made on the church website, by 
mail, or in person. Reservations and payments may 
also be made during Sunday coffee hour. 
Takeout will be available; must be under reservation 
and prepaid. Available for pickup after 4 p.m. 

There will be a 50/50 raffle after dinner. 
 
Come join us for this annual “FUN-raising” event! 
Wear your green!  

Men’s Fellowship 
The men met twice in February for breakfast and 
fellowship, on the 1st and 15th, with attendance 
numbers of nine and ten respectively.  Present at one 
or both get-togethers were Martin Benassi, Jim 
Bennett, Mark Bessette, Peter Hall, Bernie Hummel, 
Rev. Scott Morrow, Bryant Munson, Stephen 
Simonson, Peter Struk, and John Tibor. 

We made three important decisions at our February 
15th breakfast, voting to donate $125 toward the 
town’s May 1st Day of Prayer event; determining that 
the church will participate in the town’s May 24th 
Memorial Day Parade; and affirming that we will 
assist Women’s Fellowship in putting on March 16th’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner. 

As I mentioned last month, the men intend to really 
promote bottles and cans recycling this year as an easy 
but significant way congregants can help support the 
church budget.  Stephen Simonson and the church 
youth, with just a little help from a few parishioners, 
were able to raise a little more than $2,000 last year.  
With some help from a few more church members 
(and their friends), we can raise that total 
exponentially in 2025! 

We were blessed to be served hot meals at both 
February breakfasts.  John was our cook at the first 
conclave, while Mark and Laurel handled things quite 
nicely at our second gathering on the 15th.   Is this the 
start of a wonderful trend?  Only time will tell. 

Lastly, Scott informed us on a few pastoral concerns; 
he asked how many of us plan to attend the Ash 
Wednesday service and the Soup and Bread Dinner 
beforehand; and he talked at some length about the 
church’s Safe Conduct Policy, and how the big push 
now is to obtain background checks on all employees, 
MLB members, Faith Formation Mission Team 
members, and all other congregants who work with 
children, followed by ongoing general and targeted 
training.  We also need to form a Safe Conduct 
Mission Team as soon as possible to ensure the policy 
has teeth and proper oversight. 

The men will next get together for breakfast, 
fellowship, and story-telling on Saturday, March 1st, 
beginning at 7:30 am.  

Jim Bennett  
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CARDS & LETTERS   

Below are some of our church members who are not 
always able to be present for worship on Sunday 
mornings.  We invite you to send them a card and 
include them in your prayers. 

Meg Adams 
67 Sackett Point Rd.,  
Apt. 408 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
 

Marlene Bellonio 
310 Terrace Ave, W146D 
West Haven CT 06516 
 
 

 

Merrilee & George 
Gladkosky  
145 N. Ridgeland Road 
Wallingford CT 06492 
 
 

 
Betsy Gumbart 
150 Cook Hill Rd. Unit 7311  
Cheshire, CT 06410 
 
 

 
Ellie Harple 
Larson Place 
1450 Whitney Ave 
Apt 247 
Hamden, CT 06517 
 

Walter Kaercher   
5 Tennyson Ave. 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
Betty Martin 
22 Canterbury Rd.  
Hamden CT 06514 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Linda Rankin  
22 Masonic Ave, Room R504b 
Wallingford, CT 06492 
 
 
 

Betsey Reid  
74 Washington Ave.  
P.O. Box 2040 
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
 
 

Gloria Santamauro 
67 Sackett Point Rd, #401 
North Haven, CT 06473 
 
 

 
Bob & Barbara Scheidecker 
59 Grove Road 
North Haven, CT 06473 
 

 
 
Herb & Ann Schneider  
150 Cook Hill Road, Apt. 6106 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
 

 
Linda Shannon 
165 Clintonville Rd, #122,  
North Haven, CT 06473 

 
 
Audrey Tilley  
22 Masonic Ave.  
Ramage 227 B 
Wallingford, CT 06492 

 
 

Jeff Whipple 
5114 Avalone Haven Drive 
North Haven, CT 0647 
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LECTIONARY READINGS 

March 2nd (Transfiguration Sunday) 
Exodus 34:29-35   Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2   Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

March 5th (Ash Wednesday) 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isaiah 58:1-12 Psalm 51:1-17 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 9th (First Sunday in lent) 
Deuteronomy 26:1-1    Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  
Romans 10:8b-13   Luke 4:1-13 

March 16th (Second Sunday in lent) 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18   Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1   Luke 13:31-35 or  
    Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 

March 23rd (Third Sunday in lent) 
Isaiah 55:1-9   Psalm 63:1-8 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13   Luke 13:1-9 

March 30th (Fourth Sunday in lent) 
Joshua 5:9-12   Psalm 32 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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WINDOW DEADLINE 
March 19, 2025 


