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NORTH HAVEN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Sunday, October 1, 2023 9:30 a.m. 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Proper 21 

World Communion Sunday - The Sacrament of Communion 
Neighbors In Need All-Church Offering 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  

CHORAL INTROIT: As We Gather At Your Table  
 Sung by the Chancel Choir Words by Carl Daw 
 Tune: Beach Spring 
As we gather at your table, 
As we listen to your word, 
Help us know, O God, your presence; 
Let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story 
Till we claim it as our own; 
Teach us through this holy banquet 
How to make Love’s victory known. 

Gracious Spirit, help us summon 
Other guests to share that feast 
Where triumphant Love will welcome 
Those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us 
Nor will pride our peace destroy, 
As we join with saints and angels 
To repeat the sounding joy.

*OPENING HYMN:  “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” V213 

*THE CALL TO WORSHIP: 
Leader: God’s wisdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full 

of mercy and good fruits, without uncertainty or insincerity. 
PEOPLE: Our wisdom is none of these things.  We compete for 

knowledge, and our learning fosters belligerence.  Our 
understanding is insufficient and our compassion is 
limited.  We long for certainty and sacrifice too much for 
its sake.  We strive for conditional sincerity. 

Leader: The harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace. 

PEOPLE: We do not fully comprehend God’s wisdom or achieve 
God’s righteousness, but we come together to share 
insight, read Scripture, sing, pray, and make peace. 

ALL: Let us worship together!**   Maren C. Tirabassi 

*LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF PEACE ~unison 
Creator God, gentle in power and strong in tenderness: kindle we 
pray, in the hearts of all people your passion for peace and your will 
for justice, that we may fearlessly contend against the powers of death 
and restrain evil’s rage with your love.##  Amen. 



*THE GLORIA PATRI P513 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now and every shall be, 
 World without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:~unison  
O God, you search after us when we have gone far from you, yet we 
confess that we have become consumed with our own affairs.   We 
seldom pause to listen for the wind in the trees or hear the happy 
voices of children.  Sometimes we feel that the burdens of the world 
fall entirely on our shoulders, and we have been slow to put our trust 
in you or to cooperate with others.  When we take ourselves too 
seriously, remind us that we are only human!  Make us patient with 
our own mistakes, even as we are willing to forgive others.  And 
remind us that we are also precious, not because we are good but 
because you have accepted us and called us to be your very own.  
Amen.   **     Allen P. Happe 

 ~ silence ~ 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ALL:  Thanks be to God 

THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Matthew 21:23-32 P. 1169 
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority 
are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus 
said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ But 
if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all 
regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will 
not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the 
second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not 
go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe 



him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even 
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him. 

HERE ENDS THE READING.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 

* HYMN:  “What Wondrous Love Is This” V147 

THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Philippians 2:1-13 P. 1339 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
partnership in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, make my 
joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he existed in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    assuming human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a human, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every other name, 
so that at the name given to Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only 
in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

HERE ENDS THE READING.  THANKS BE TO GOD. 

GIFT OF MUSIC: Make Me a Channel 
 Words from the Prayer of Saint Francis 

Sung by Chancel Choir Adapted by Peter Amidon 
 Music by Peter Amidon 



SERMON:  “Following Jesus” Scott Morrow 

PASTORAL CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS 
PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Response 

THE OFFERTORY  
*Doxology  Tune: Old Hundredth 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 Praise God all creatures here below 
 Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
Hymn of Preparation:  “Now to Your Table Spread” V456 
Invitation and Consecration 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Distribution 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

GREETING OF PEACE ~unison 
May the peace of God in Jesus Christ be with you always! 

*CLOSING HYMN:  “Ask Me What Great Thing I Know” V338 

*THE BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  

*Those who are able, please stand. 
** Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed. 

Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi.  Copyright © 2012 The Pilgrim 
Press. 

## Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Celebrate God’s 
Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada.  
Copyright © 2000 The United Church Publishing House. 

 

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-719615. All rights reserved. 



Deacon is Peter Hall.  Scripture Reader is Susan Compton.  
Fellowship Hour is hosted by Jackie Jennings. 

Church Staff: All the Members, Ministers to the World 
The Reverend Scott G. Morrow, Senior Pastor 
Karlee Etter, Ministry Coordinator for Children 
Jeffrey Hutchins, Director of Music 
Heather Meachen, Organist 
Julie Schweickert, Office Manager 
Todd Swarney, Sexton 

In Our Prayers This Week are: Linda Rankin, Linda Shannon, Marcia 
Foulds, Marlene Bellonio, Shirley Ryan, Joyce Bellonio, Ellen Robert, 
Meg Adams, Paul Menillo, David Gould, and Sarah. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Robert Nielsen 10/01, LaVala Rossi 10/03, 
Linda Nielsen 10/04.  

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY: Cheryl & Dana Andrews 10/05. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fair Craft workshops 
Help with sewing and handcrafted projects is needed. Fair Workshops 
will be in the Koinonia Room in October. Materials and instructions for 
projects for the fair will be available. If interested in joining us, please 
call Carol Mitchell at 203-668-0608 or Cathy Welch at 315-414-6803. 

 
Footsteps in the Sand  
Could you use a spiritual boost? 
Footsteps in the Sand is a 
Christian Renewal Weekend 
crafted to do just that. These 
Weekends are designed to help 
you draw closer to Jesus and feel 
inspired and empowered to come 
back to our church with renewed 
energy and enthusiasm to serve 
our Lord. 

 



 
 



 



Comedy Night fundraiser: Saturday, October 21st,  
the doors to Carroll Hall will open at 6:00 pm; the show will start at 
7:30 pm; pizzas, subs, snacks, and soft drinks will be available to all 
attendees, as well as the opportunity to purchase tickets for both a 
baskets raffle and a 50/50 drawing; and tickets, priced at just $25.00, 
can be purchased by contacting the undersigned (Jim Bennett) at either 
203-909-1079 or at pdgjim98@gmail.com. Our goal is to sell all 100 
tickets, so please let Jim know how many YOU will take. 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS* 
Sunday 10/1   9:30 a.m.

 10:45  
12:00 p.m. 
 
  6:00 

WORSHIP (In-Person/Live Stream)
NEWCOMERS DISCUSSION (L) 
OASIS: Ropes Course  
                        (Discovery Museum) 
Confirmation Class (CH) 

Monday 10/2   9:30 a.m.
10:30   
  1:00 p.m. 

Music Together (DBL) 
Music Together (DBL) 
Retired Federal Employees (CH) 

Tuesday 10/3   9:30 a.m.  
12:00 p.m. 
  3:30 
  6:00 

Al-Anon (CH) 
PLP (Parking Lot/Library) 
United Girls Choir (CH) 
Bible Study (Zoom) 

Wednesday 10/4   9:30 a.m.
10:00  
10:30 
  6:00 p.m. 
  7:00 

Music Together (DBL) 
FOOD PANTRY OPEN 
Music Together (DBL) 
Girl Scout Troop 60071 (K) 
Lions Club (CH) 

Thursday 10/5   9:30 a.m.
  2:30 p.m. 
  6:00  
  6:30 
  7:00 

Music Together (DBL) 
Food Drive Council (L) 
Girl Scout Troop 60151 (K) 
Mothers of Twins (CH) 
CHANCEL CHOIR 

Friday 10/6   9:30 a.m.
10:00  
10:30 
  6:30 

Music Together (DBL) 
FOOD PANTRY OPEN 
Music Together (DBL) 
CT Area Al-Anon (CH) 

Saturday 10/7   7:30 a.m.
  9:30 
10:30 

MENS FELLOWSHIP (CH) 
Music Together (DBL) 
Music Together (DBL) 

Sunday 10/8   9:30 a.m. WORSHIP (In-Person/Live Stream)
*Small print indicates non-Church function 

Bold print starts new day. 
 

  



*OPENING HYMN:  “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” V213 

 



* HYMN:  “What Wondrous Love Is This” V147 

 



Hymn of Preparation:  “Now to Your Table Spread” V456 

 

  



*CLOSING HYMN:  “Ask Me What Great Thing I Know” V338 

 
  



 

MISSION 
Our church's mission is to bind ourselves with Jesus 
Christ in: 
 Worship together; 
 Nurture of Christian discipleship; and 
 Compassionate service to our community and 

beyond. 
VISION 

We are a hub for the larger community as a church of 
action: 
 Conducting regular, robust worship in a responsible 

and relevant way in an ever changing and 
challenging world; 

 Welcoming all people from different and diverse 
backgrounds to become a community of disciples 
together; and 

 Involved in purposeful action and activities through 
the structure of self-directed Mission Teams. 

VALUES 
We: 
 Pray together, encourage each other, and trust one 

another; 
 Take personal responsibility for fellowship and our 

community; and 
 Celebrate with honored traditions. 

 


