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Wednesday, February 22, 2023 12:00pm
Ash Wednesday Noon Prayer

MUSIC TO GATHER
GREETING

THE CALL TO WORSHIP: (from Joel 2:1, 12-17)
Leader: Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn
assembly; gather the people.

PEOPLE: We come in true repentance, young and old, male and
female, joyful and sorrow-filled.

Leader: Return to God with all your hearts.

PEOPLE: We turn to God, repenting the wrong we have done
and the good we have left undone.

Leader: Rend your hearts and not your garments.

ALL: God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love.**

(silence)

THE CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER:~unison

Creating God, still Center of the world you have made,
we come to you in this season of turning and returning,.
We do not know how to seek you with our whole hearts, but we know
you are our
source and our destiny.
In the midst of life, we turn toward you.
We thank you that you receive even the broken heart,
the troubled conscience, the conflicted spirit.
Seeking you in secret, may we honor you in public,
through Jesus Christ, our path homeward to you.” Amen.



FIRST READING: Psalm 51:1-4, 10-13, 15-17 p. 512
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash
me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you,
you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that
you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass
judgment. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and
right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and
do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. O Lord, open
my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you have no
delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not
be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise

HERE ENDS THE READING. THANKS BE TO GOD.

SECOND READING: Isaiah 58:6-9a p. 677
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover
them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then your light
shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up
quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and the LORD will say,
Here I am.

HERE ENDS THE READING. THANKS BE TO GOD.



TIME FOR REFLECTION
MEDITATION
TIME FOR REFLECTION

SOLO: “Dust and Ashes Touch our Face” vs 1,3
V105
Carol Amico, alto

THE BLESSING AND RECEIVING OF ASHES
God our Creator,
You have formed us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be to us
a sign of our mortality and penitence,
so that we may remember
that only by your gracious gift
are we given everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
~silence

Leader: Merciful and generous God, we come before you, conscious
of our sins. We are ashamed and sorry for the wrong we
have done and the good we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves; we have not even loved ourselves
very well.

People: God of mercy, forgive us.

Leader: For the times when we are too rushed to care, when we are
too tired to bother, when we don’t really listen, when we act
from motives other than love,

People: God of mercy, forgive us.



Leader: For our incapacity to feel the sufferings of others, and our
tendency to live comfortably with injustice,

People: God of mercy, forgive us.

Leader: For our failings in community, our lack of understanding,
People: God of mercy, forgive us.

Leader: For our lack of forgiveness, openness, sensitivity,
People: God of mercy, forgive us.

Leader: For the self-righteousness that denies guilt, and the self-
interest that strangles compassion,

People: God of mercy, forgive us.

Leader: Now, merciful God, we come to you in silence: you already
know the wrong that weights us down, the guilt we cannot
shake. We ask you to take them from us now and set us free
to begin a new life.

People: God of mercy, forgive us.

ALL: For everything in us that may hide your light, Holy One,
Light of life, God of mercy, forgive us. ™

~silence
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
All: Thanks be to God! Amen. **

*THE BENEDICTION Please depart in silence.

*Those who are able, please stand.

** Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed.
Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 2012 The Pilgrim
Press.

" Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Celebrate God’s
Presence: A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada.
Copyright © 2000 The United Church Publishing House.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License with license #A-719615.



Church Office Staff:
All the Members, Ministers to the World
The Reverend Scott G. Morrow, Senior Pastor
Karlee Etter, Ministry Coordinator for Children
Jeftrey Hutchins, Director of Music
Julie Schweickert, Office Manager
Todd Swarney, Sexton
Telephone: 203-239-5691
Fax: 203-234-1751
Email: churchoffice@northhavenucc.org
Website: northhavenucc.org

MISSION
Our church's mission is to bind ourselves with Jesus Christ in:
e Worship together;
e Nurture of Christian discipleship; and
e Compassionate service to our community and beyond.
VISION
We are a hub for the larger community as a church of action:
e Conducting regular, robust worship in a responsible and
relevant way in an ever changing and challenging world;
e Welcoming all people from different and diverse backgrounds
to become a community of disciples together; and
¢ |Involved in purposeful action and activities through the
structure of self-directed Mission Teams.
VALUES
We:
e Pray together, encourage each other, and trust one another;
e Take personal responsibility for fellowship and our community;
and
e Celebrate with honored traditions.




LESN:]
PO

"Create in me a clean heart, [ God,
and renew a right spirit within me.”

Psalm al:|0




